Video Notes: Napoleon Invades Russia
· In 1812 Napoleon Bonaparte invaded Russia on the way to Moscow changing history forever.
· In 1800 Napoleon Bonaparte was a French general that dazzled the people.
· He was the son of a lawyer of minor nobility in Corsica.

· He rose from the Revolution to be the leader of France. At the age of 35 he declared himself to be emperor of France.

· In 1804 his elite imperial army expanded out of France and throughout Europe. He dreamed of his own European empire with one leader, currency, and law code that he would lead.

· He planned to abolish the royal families of Europe and their royal powers.

· In 1807 only Russia and Britain remained outside of Napoleon’s control.

· Then he defeated Russia in the Battle of Freedland and invited the Russian czar Alexander I to peace talks at Tilsit. He wanted to impress Alexander and built a fancy wooden raft for their meeting.

· Napoleon wanted Russia as a powerful ally in Europe to stabilize his control over his empire. He thought Alexander might be the perfect ally.

· Only 30 years old, Alexander was a popular leader who had liberal views. He ruled over the greatest empire in Eastern Europe.

· Napoleon tried to convince Alexander to the alliance so that together they could defeat England. Then Napoleon’s domination of Europe could be complete.

· A peace treaty was signed. It banned all trade between Russia and the British Empire. It was designed to bankrupt England and weaken its power.

· In Paris, Josephine noticed a change in Napoleon.

· Secretly Napoleon wanted a marriage to solidify his alliance with Russia and a son to take over his empire. For this reason he had to divorce Josephine despite loving her. On December 15, 1809 he divorced the woman he loved (she could not have children).
· Napoleon asked for Alexander’s younger sister Anna’s hand in marriage.

· Alexander’s mother thought Napoleon was a tyrant and would not let Anna marry him.
· Four months later he married Marie-Louise the daughter of the Austrian emperor.

· Francois-Joseph was born but the Russian alliance lasted only 3-years until Russia was bankrupt and Russia was forced to trade with France’s enemy England.

· Napoleon felt betrayed. He was nervous in attacking Russia but he needed to attack in order to force Russia back into the alliance.

· Napoleon planned three separate attacks at the same time and started buying the necessary supplies to attack such a large country.

· He believed that he needed 7-weeks to crush Alexander.

· Napoleon conscripted a huge 500,000 soldiers (about 50% were Frenchmen).

· Advisors warned against an invasion of Russia but Napoleon was confident.

· Napoleon was confident he would outlast Russia.

· On June 24, 1812 Napoleon launched his invasion of Russia, believing a quick battle on the border would be all he needed and he would be home by the end of the summer.

· Alexander’s troops divided into two and avoided Napoleon.

· Russian General Barclay de Tolly of the 1st army and Prince Bagration commanded the 2nd army.

· Napoleon pursued but de Tolly pulled the Russians further into Russia. After 4-weeks of marching Napoleon’s men were hungry and tied and stretched out over 200 miles.

· With so many men the searched for food but the Russians burned their own villages so as to leave the French without supplies.

· After 7-weeks the French were now exhausted and hungry and men began dying. Finally, the Russians reached Smolensk and decided to fight Napoleon’s weakened men.

· The Battle of Smolensk bounced back and forth for 3-days and neither side could claim victory.

· The Russians fled east and burned everything including food stores along the way. They plan was to starve the French out.

· As Napoleon followed the Russians east he grew nervous. He gambled and pushed on because to return to Paris now would be a failure. He hoped to take the Russia capital of Moscow and push Alexander into peace talks.

· Alexander retreated to St. Petersburg but the retreats hurt Russian morale. He replaced de Tolly with Mikhail Kutuzov for the defense of Moscow.

· Kutusov stopped the retreat and inspired the Russians to stop and fight at the Battle of Borodino in order to defend Moscow.

· Napoleon saw this a battle he could win. Inspired by a portrait of his infant son Napoleon was confident.

· 130,000 French faced 120,000 Russians in the battle. At 6 A.M. the French fired on the Russians but the Russians were equally fierce. The battle raged on. By early evening the battlefield looked like hell.

· Napoleon thought the French fought well but the Russians looked invincible.

· The French were horrified at losing 30,000 men and it was not the big victory Napoleon hoped for.

· The Russians abandoned Moscow and Napoleon marched into the city to meet Alexander.

· The citizens of Moscow fled the city. September 14, 1812 Napoleon entered the city but nobody was there and the palace, the “Kremlin” was vacant.

· He sent a message to Alexander to discuss peace.

· The fleeing Russians opened the prisons and let criminals out. They then set fire to Moscow. Within days most of the city was burned.

· Napoleon was shocked that the Russians destroyed their own capital city. Alexander did not reply to his message so Napoleon sent a second message to Alexander.
· Alexander knew the bleak winter would destroy Napoleon and he maintained his patience.

· Everyday food grew scarcer, Russians attacked, and the winter drew closer.

· Napoleon wanted to march to St. Petersburg but his advisors warned against it. Napoleon then decided to leave Moscow at only 5-weeks of occupation without obtaining a peace.

· The French filled up their wagons as much as possible and began their return to France before the Russian winter could set in.

· At first they marched to the southwest but the Russians pushed them back towards Borodino.

· The army marched and the supplies ran out. Then the snow came and the French lacked winter clothes and boots. Temperatures dropped to -30 C and the French began to freeze.

· The winter blocked Napoleon’s path home. More than 1,500 miles from Paris the French marched through the snow.

· Any loot from Moscow was ditched and the French ate their horses.

· Alexander’s army descended towards the retreating French and blew up the only bridge across the river.

· Napoleon felt cornered and believed he would be captured (so he burned his personal papers).

· Army engineers tore down nearby houses to build two massive bridges. Within 24-hours the French crossed the bridges.

· Disciple broke down, bridges collapsed, and had to be rebuilt.

· 25,000 soldiers out of 500,000 in the Great Army made it back to France.
· France paid dearly for Napoleon’s arrogance and mistake.

· Napoleon said, “I was deceived and I deceived myself” in his belief that he could conquer Russia.

· The dream of becoming emperor of a united Europe was destroyed.

· Alexander invaded France and broke up Napoleon’s empire. Russia again allied itself with Britain.

· Napoleon was finally defeated at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815. He was exiled into the island of St. Helena and in 1821 he died alone.
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